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FIREARMS AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Third Reading 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [7.46 pm]: I move — 
That the bill be now read a third time. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [7.47 pm]: I rise to make a few concluding 
remarks as part of the third reading debate on the Firearms Amendment Bill 2021. Again, I thank the Western Australia 
Police Force and the minister’s advisers for the information and the clarification that has been provided to the 
opposition through the consideration in detail stage and the broader process, and for the communication with other 
members of Parliament, in particular the shadow Minister for Police in the other place. 
From the outset, as I have already stated, the opposition supports the intention of this legislation. Some issues were 
raised by members of the opposition, who sought some clarification from the minister on some of the definitions 
and some of the unintended consequences. But we certainly support the intention of this bill and the shadow 
minister and the team in the Legislative Council will go through the bill in further detail. We support what this bill 
sets out to achieve. We thank the minister for the clarification and information that has been provided through the 
consideration in detail stage. We accept the important role of good gun laws and how they impact, control and 
stamp out organised crime and, in particular, the scourge of outlaw motorcycle gangs. Good gun control plays an 
important role in protecting victims of family and domestic violence. We note the importance of this bill in targeting 
criminals and criminal activity. As I stated, we certainly support what this bill sets out to achieve. I will also take 
the opportunity to thank the Western Australia Police Force for the outstanding work it undertakes in our community. 
We certainly support how this bill will hopefully strengthen Western Australia police in their enforcement activities. 
Over the last 12 months to two years of the pandemic we have certainly seen an extraordinary effort on their part, 
which continues. 
I will leave my comments there. I would also like to thank the community representatives who have come to us 
and the licensed firearm operators who had genuine concerns and issues that they wanted to have clarified, along 
with some of the local Western Australian sporting shooters groups that also sought some clarification. They may 
well seek answers to more questions from our members in the upper house, but I put it on the record that we will 
not oppose this bill and we certainly support what it intends to achieve. 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [7.51 pm]: Like the member for Vasse, I will make just a few brief comments on the 
Firearms Amendment Bill 2021. Firstly, I would like to thank the Western Australia police for not only their efforts 
on this bill, but also the work they have done over the last couple of years in roles that I do not think many of them 
would have expected a few years ago. As members of Parliament, we interacted with the police on Operation Tide 
to try to help our constituents get back into WA or to get some clarification. I just want to express, on a personal note, 
my appreciation to people like Brad Sorrell, Cameron Western, Darryl Gaunt and many others who have helped 
out over that time. 
There has also been the challenge of the outlaw motorcycle gangs. That is something that seems to be occurring 
much more often these days, or at least the publicity certainly is, so along with the member for Vasse, I reiterate that 
we will not be opposing this bill. We have tried to point out the concerns of the people we have been talking to in 
the firearms industry, if you like, and part of that is the 81 000 licensed firearm owners in WA. We have tried to 
express the concerns that they are worried about and the unintended consequences. 
I got a message this morning from someone who holds a couple of stocks. The questions now are about the 
bureaucracy and the work involved in whether they can actually now hold firearms, and how it will work as far as 
our repairers go with the interchangeable stocks and the triggers that have been lawfully held until now. The other 
thing we have to think about in Western Australia is the size of the state and the difficulties we have with our regional 
people who are out there with pest control and other things. That really needs to be kept at the forefront: that accessible 
repair work is a long way away. Hopefully, there will not be too much bureaucracy in their way, but we understand 
the legislation. From my experience, it is always a challenge when we look at issues when they really need to be 
able to take the gun to the repairer, if possible, and if there are parts that they are already holding, how that is dealt 
with. I fully understand the scenario with regard to 3D printer manufacturing of firearms and the like, and I can 
fully understand what the minister is targeting there. At the same time, there is a lack of clarity in relation to 
historical manuals and those types of things, which we brought up during consideration in detail. 
I reiterate that we are not opposing the bill, but it is our job to try to clarify for our constituents the unintended 
consequences. We do not have many repairers out in the bush, so we need to make sure that they are accessible and 
that our licensed firearm owners are thought of and remain part of the thinking as we go into the new legislation. 
We also need to make sure that our police force targets things in the right way. I will leave it at that, but as I said, 
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I want to congratulate the Western Australia Police Force on its efforts over the last couple of years in what have 
been trying circumstances. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [7.56 pm] — in reply: I thank members for their contributions 
to the third reading debate and all those who made contributions during the second reading debate and consideration 
in detail of the Firearms Amendment Bill 2021; it was quite an extensive discussion. I trust that the concerns 
members raised were addressed in consideration in detail. I urge anyone out there who is following the debate with 
interest, including licensed firearm owners, to read the answers that were provided on advice from the advisers. 
I believe we addressed concerns about what might have been perceived as unintended consequences. I can confirm 
that no change has been made to the law with regard to who can repair a firearm; that is unchanged. If there is any 
expectation out there that people were doing things that they should not have lawfully been doing, we are not 
changing those laws; it is already unlawful. 
That aside, I draw members’ attention back to the focus of the bill. This bill is focused on serious criminals. The 
intent of much of what we are doing here is to assist police in targeting serious organised crime, terrorists and serious 
family and domestic violence offenders. Those are the types of people that the bill will provide police with additional 
powers to target. That is the intent of the bill, and it means that it will not impact on the vast majority of people 
out there who are lawful firearms licence holders. 
I repeat that the bill is a consequence of a long series of consultations and deliberations, beginning with the national 
firearms agreement before the Law Reform Commission report, which was tabled in 2016 after a couple of years 
of work and some 1 244 written submissions, followed by the ministerial working group during the last Parliament, 
appointed by the now Speaker in her then role as Minister for Police. There was a lot of further consideration, and 
that has resulted in the prioritisation of the things that we have in this bill and the structure of it. 
I join members in thanking those who worked very hard to bring this bill to the Parliament: the advisers, 
Mr Malcolm Penn, Ms Louise Looby and acting inspector Ken Walker, and all their team and the other people 
who have worked diligently to prepare the legislation, including Ms Jessica Garcia from my own office, who has 
worked very hard on this legislation. I look forward to its swift passage out of here, into the other place, and on 
into the public so that we can target serious criminals and assist the police in making the place safer and better for 
all Western Australians. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 

House adjourned at 8.00 pm 
__________ 
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